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Baker Group, of Des Moines, IA, one of the
country’s leading full service mechanical

contractors, is keenly aware that every project has its
own set of challenges and opportunities.  The 10-
story, 333,000 square foot Wells Fargo Financial
building, a $7.6 million project located in the heart
of downtown Des Moines, was no different.

Responsible for the job’s HVAC systems, Baker Group’s
challenges on the project ranged from an extremely
tight construction schedule to limited on-site storage
and space considerations.

A Baker Group and Anvil International Partnership
– Like Money in the Bank

Hitting a Groove with Gruvlok®

Baker Group identified Anvil
International, Inc. and its
Gruvlok® pipe fittings,
valves and couplings to
assist in meeting the
project’s HVAC require-
ments.  Anvil and its
distributor, Central
States Industrial Supply
based in Omaha, NE,
provided the flexibility
required to keep the project on-time, even agreeing

to custom fabricate 10'' and 12'' 90
degree long radius elbows to meet the
specifications for the project.

“Not only was Anvil’s price in an
acceptable range, but they also put a
premium on service that made us feel
confident they would be responsive to
our tight scheduling and limited space
on the project,” said Gary Walter, Project
Manager and Estimator for Baker Group.

THE DES MOINES IOWA WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL BUILDING

Delivering “Just in Time”
The construction schedule was
ambitious and, to complicate matters,
the project was in the middle of the
city with no laydown area for materials
and extremely limited space for storage
in the mechanical rooms.  To offset
these potential challenges, Baker Group
called for a “Just in Time” product
delivery approach.

Baker worked with Anvil to deliver the
Gruvlok® pump packages, which
included standard and rigid couplings



from 21/2'' to 12'' in diameter, butterfly valves, check
valves and piping specialties to coincide with the
delivery of Baker’s grooved piping and the rented
crane.  “Anvil and Central States Supply were flexible
in working with us to deliver product on time, every
time,” said Walter.  “Without them working closely
with us the schedule for this project could have been
jeopardized.”

Added Phil Schechinger, Marketing Manager for Anvil
International, “Baker has a well earned reputation for
providing superior mechanical work that is on time
and on budget.  It was our job to follow their lead and
be there when they needed us.”

It’s Bagged & Tagged
Sensitive to the schedule and limited space, Baker
also asked that some Gruvlok® product be sorted as
a complete package and delivered to the floor
where that particular work would take place.  The
Anvil team provided a form of “Bag and Tag” service,
packaging product for specific applications.  For
example, the entire Gruvlok® product for chiller #1
was crated and tagged, eliminating the need for field
personnel to hunt for product or refer back to the
mechanical drawings.

“The Anvil team was flexible in working
with us to deliver product on time, every
time. Without them working closely with
us the schedule for this project could
have been jeopardized.”

— Gary Walter
Project Manager and Estimator, Baker Group

Utilizing limited space efficiently.

“This service made it easier for us to access and
identify the material once it arrived,” said Mike
Jackson, Field Superintendent at Baker.  “It helped
keep construction on schedule by allowing workers
to plan ahead, determine what they were going to
work on in the afternoon or the next day and grab
the appropriate crate or skid.”

Baker’s Standard Groove
More and more contractors are converting to
grooved piping from the more traditional welded
system.  In fact, Baker Group has made grooved
product in hydronic systems standard due to the
savings realized.

“The Wells Fargo project is another example
of taking advantage of grooved pump pack-
ages to reduce time and labor costs in the
field,” said Walter.  “Unlike welded, there is a
certain amount of forgiveness built into each
grooved connection.”

 In maintaining the system, grooved piping
can be disassembled more quickly and easily.
Also, when grooved items arrive on the job
site, they are “packaged per pump” to take
directly to the area of installation.  A flanged
system, on the other hand, will arrive in
multiple shipments; increasing the likelihood
that product will be lost or taken to the
incorrect area.



FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  Phil Schechinger, Marketing Manager,
Anvil International; Mike Jackson, Field Superintendent, Baker
Group;  Steve Randolph, Sales Representative, Anvil International.

Not Just a Commodity Product
Baker Group’s field personnel were especially
pleased with the performance of the Gruvlok®

7012 flange adapter.  Specifically, how the
flange adapter’s tab bolt helps in the ease and
speed of installation.

“The 7012 has a channel lock or clamping bolt
that allows you to easily screw it down and pull
the flange together,”  said Jackson.  Baker
Group realized time savings for installation of
this product on the project.

Baker Group’s field personnel also preferred
the user-friendly drain plug feature of the 7800
Series Gruvlok® check valves.  Unlike other
brands which require valve removal to test the
system, the 7800 check valve can be drained
completely and easily without taking the line apart.
This convenience feature saves the worker time
when compared to other manufacturers’ grooved
products.

“The field personnel put chemicals in the system to
test or clean it and then they need to drain it,” said
Jackson.  “With other grooved manufacturers’ systems
you need to break a coupling loose and often times
the fluid cannot be easily contained and often finds
its way onto the floor.”

Banking on a Future Together
“ Wells Fargo was a great success,” concluded Walter.
“Being the mechanical contractor, we build things
and then go away.  I’m pleased to say we’ve had no
piping-related call backs.”  What are the prospects for
another Baker Group and Anvil Partnership?  It’s safe
to say it’s like money in the bank.

Anvil International
Anvil International is the largest and most complete
manufacturer of fittings and hangers in the world,
with manufacturing facilities in Columbia, PA;
Pottstown, PA; Henderson, TN; Longview, TX; Houston,
TX; Simcoe, Ontario and North Kingstown, RI.

“The Wells Fargo project is another
example of taking advantage of
grooved pump packages to reduce time
and labor costs in the field.”

— Gary Walter
Project Manager and Estimator, Baker Group

®

Anvil's product lines include Gruvlok® fittings and
valves, malleable, forged steel, and cast iron fittings,
tee-lets, adjustable drop nipples, couplings, hangers
and supports for the plumbing and mechanical, water
and waste water, fire protection, mining, and oil and
gas markets.  Corporate offices are located at 110
Corporate Drive, Suite 10, Portsmouth, NH 03801.
www.anvilintl.com
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NORTH EAST REGION
Regional Service Center: Servicing
Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York, East Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Vermont, Virginia
2530 Pearl Buck Road
Bristol, PA 19007
Tel: 215-788-4056 • Fax: 215-788-4475
Tom Ward — Regional Vice President

MID WEST REGION
Regional Service Center: Servicing Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North and
South Dakota, Ohio, West Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Wisconsin
750 Central Avenue
University Park, IL 60466
Tel: 708-534-1414 • Fax: 708-534-5441
Toll Free: 1-800-301-2701
Dean Taylor — Regional Vice President

Satellite Offices
1201 W. 96th Street
Bloomington, MN 55431
Tel: 952-884-7131 • Fax: 952-887-1501
Toll Free: 1-800-733-7131
9530 Le Saint Drive
Fairfield, OH 45014
Tel: 513-682-2330 • Fax: 513-870-0109
Toll Free: 1-800-837-2424

8615 East 33rd Street
Indianapolis, IN 46226
Tel: 317-895-2424 • Fax: 317-895-2430
Toll Free: 1-800-837-1515

1930 Warren Street
Kansas City, MO 64116
Tel: 816-474-0500 • Fax: 816-221-7150
Toll Free: 1-800-877-7007

24600 Northline Road
Taylor, MI 48180
Tel: 734-947-3083 • Fax: 734-947-4682
Toll Free: 1-800-279-1601

SOUTH WEST REGION
Regional Service Center: Servicing
Arkansas, Colorado, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas,  Wyoming
1313 Avenue R
Grand Prairie, TX 75050
Tel: 972-343-9206 • Fax: 972-641-8946
Bob Arison — Regional Vice President

Satellite Offices
6999 Old Clinton Rd
Houston, TX 77020
Tel: 713-675-6371 • Fax: 713-678-7858
2600 W. 42nd Street
Odessa, TX 79764
Tel: 915-366-2803 • Fax: 915-366-0890

4200 Holly Street
Denver, CO 80216
Tel: 303-394-2178 • Fax: 303-321-3050

ANVIL MANAGEMENT TEAM
Thomas E. Fish President
Bob Arison Regional Vice President
Ernie Chuter Director, Marketing
Laura DiLiegro Director, Human Resources
Bob Kim Vice President, Manufacturing
John Martin Vice President, National Accounts
Ron Pound Director, National Operations
William Strouss Vice President, Finance
Dean Taylor Regional Vice President
Tom Ward Regional Vice President

ANVIL MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS
Columbia, PA Foundry
1411 Lancaster Avenue
Columbia, PA 17512
Tel: 717-684-4400 • Fax: 717-684-6868

Henderson, TN Plant
2870 Old Jackson Road
Henderson, TN 38340
Tel: 731-989-3551 • Fax: 731-989-4144
Rich Brooks — Plant Manager

Canvil
390 Second Avenue
Simcoe, ON Canada N3Y 4K9
Tel: 519-426-4551 • Fax: 519-426-5509
Brent Widdifield — Plant Manager

Longview, TX Plant
305 Simms
Longview, TX 75604
Tel: 903-759-4417 • Fax: 903-759-1782
Van O’Keefe — Plant Manager

J.B. Smith
6618 Navigation
Houston, TX 77011
Tel: 713-928-5460 • Fax: 713-928-6733
Ray Mullenix — Plant Manager

North Kingstown, RI Plant
160 Frenchtown Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Tel: 401-886-3001 • Fax: 401-886-3010
Robert Taylor — General Manager

ENGINEERED PIPE SUPPORTS
• Structural Fabrication
• Field Services
• Non-destructive Testing

Contact:   North Kingstown, RI Plant
    Tel: 401-886-3001

ANVIL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
20 Thurber Blvd.
Smithfield, RI 02917
Tel: 401-349-3020
Fax: 401-349-3021

ANVIL NATIONAL ACCOUNTS
John Martin - Vice President National Accounts
Tel: 303-394-2856 • Fax: 303-394-3520

SOUTH EAST REGION
Regional Service Center: Servicing Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia
6344 Cash Court
Norcross, GA 30071
Tel: 770-662-8177 • Fax: 770-662-0284
Tom Ward — Regional Vice President
Sales Office
1202 Tech Blvd., Suite 10
Tampa, FL 33619
Tel: 800-429-0703 • Fax: 813-663-0811

WESTERN REGION
Regional Service Center: Servicing Alaska,
Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
Oregon, Utah, Washington
1385 Greg Street
Sparks, NV 89431
Tel: 775-331-7029 • Fax: 775-331-5075
Toll Free: 1-800-572-0051

Satellite Offices
P.O. Box 10206
Portland, OR 97210
Tel: 503-223-7101 • Fax: 503-223-7130
14103 Borate St.
Sante Fe Springs, CA 90670
Tel: 562-802-7459  • Fax: 562-802-7519

CANADA — MUELLER-FLOW CONTROL
Kevin Fullan – Vice President

Tel: 905-664-1459 ext 272
Doug Crawford –

National Marketing Manager
Tel:  905-664-1459 ext  248

Alberta
Calgary - Tel: 403-246-0033 • Fax: 403-246-0051
Edmonton - Tel: 780-452-9841 • Fax: 780-452-9873
British Columbia
Delta - Tel: 604-940-1449 • Fax: 604-940-9878
Nanaimo - Tel: 250-758-1551 • Fax: 250-758-1160
Prince George -

Tel: 250-561-1219 • Fax: 250-561-7358
Vancouver City -

Tel: 604-875-6990 • Fax: 604-875-6962

Manitoba
Winnipeg - Tel: 204-774-3461 • Fax: 204-786-5044
Ontario
Stoney Creek -

Tel: 905-664-9230 • Fax: 905-664-9556
Toronto - Tel: 416-251-4171 • Fax: 416-251-7087
Sarnia - Tel: 519-336-7690 • Fax: 519-336-1621
Sudbury - Tel: 705-671-9600 • Fax: 705-671-8082
Quebec
Montreal - Tel: 514-342-2100 • Fax: 514-342-2177
Ste-Foy - Tel: 418-650-5766 • Fax: 418-266-0252

Saskatchewan
Regina - Tel: 306-543-5536 • Fax: 306-545-0390
Saskatoon - Tel: 306-242-6788 • Fax: 306-242-5089




